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Abstract

A theory on the interaction between news stories and elderly people in
Taiwan urban areas is proposed and examined. Twenty subjects aged from 65 to
85 are interviewed and tested on their reactions toward various types of local
news.

It is observed that current theories on social interaction do not fully
account for the communication behaviors of the elderly. According to our
study, our informants were of the opinion that the media did not reflect a reli-
able image of the elderly and did not provide needed information. The media
are urged to provide information on family life and health.

The present study also surveys the role of emotion and memory during the
reception process. It is found that emotion plays an important part in helping
the informants decide on which stories to read. Whether the media care for the
elderly and are able to entertain them are reported as the main reasons for
choosing reading materials.

Finally, emotional reaction towards a news story is related to the amount

of information which a subject can remember after reading the news.
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