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Illuminating the Shadows and the
Dark Corners of the History of
Photography

Chia-Chi Chen”
Abstract

This article reviews Shih-Lun Chang’s book titled Reclaiming Reality:
On the Historical Formation of Taiwanese Photography, which has been
concluded to be a prototype of a critical historical outline of the history of
Taiwanese photography. Research on the history of photography in Taiwan
remains insufficient, and this book resists the mission of overall historical
writing as well as opens up possibilities for archival research. This review
firstly, based on the reflections on the study frame of Taiwan photography
history, evaluates the significance and advancement of this book. Secondly,
regarding the excavation, inheritance, and archaeology of historical
photographic materials, this article uncovers the meaning and values of the
type of research discussed in this book. Finally, this article emphasizes that
the “problem-consciousness” of the book creates practical and positive
meaning that goes beyond the resistance to the history of national
photography.

Keywords: Taiwanese photography, historical formation, archive, history
of photography
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