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Identity Building as a Key Concept in Communication Research
Lin, Fu-Yueh’

Abstract

This paper, using the Mei-Lung Anti-dam Campaign as an example,
argues that the study of community communication, which aims to build
collective identity in response to an issue confronting the community, sheds
more lights into the essence of communication . The campaign, in equating
the protest against the dam with the survival of the Hakka community,
appeals to the self-identity of the Hakka people. To be specific, the
campaign discourse has been produced to distinguish between “we” and
“they” and to construct a collective identity for the Hakka people.
Consistent with this goal, the campaign has striven to maintain its power to
interpret, to construct meanings, and to construct identity. The campaign is
in essence a communication process. The study of community
communication may thus shed lights on the identity building aspect of

communication.

Keywords: consensus mobilization, community communication, ethnic
identity, social movement, the Mei-Nung anti-dam movement,

communication research
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