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Who is Afraid of Heteroglossia?
Notes on Trained Incapacities

Wei-wen Chung”

Abstract

This paper argues that communication research in Taiwan, which has
witnessed the emergence of a variety of perspectives, should take
precautions against the possibility of trained incapacities. To be specific,
communication research in Taiwan has suffered from a slavish conformity
to existent forms of knowledge and has furthermore adopted an essentialist
view of disciplinary knowledge. To counter this tendency, this paper
proposes that the research community adopt the heteroglossic spirit as
conceived by Bakhtin, thereby promoting a democratic community and

encouraging dialogues among different theories and methods.

Keywords:  heteroglossia, formalism, essentialism, validity,
communication, knowledge, imagination, trained incapacities
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