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The Domestication and
Tabloidization of International News
: How Taiwan's Newspapers Cover
the WTO Meeting in Hong Kong

Chen-Ling Hung, Ya-chin Liao, & Fang-ru Lin*

Abstract

This paper examines the domestication and tabloidization of international
news, taking the coverage of 2005 WTO meeting in Taiwan's main newspapers
as an example. Using the methods of content analysis and interview, this paper
aims to discover the strategies of domestication and tabloidization employed by
international news as well as the impacts of national interests and market fac-
tors. This research finds that Taiwan's newspapers apply domestication strate-
gies such as sending reporters to cover international news, relying on domestic
news sources and connecting international events with domestic influences.
Besides, Taiwan's newspapers showed the trend of tabloidization, emphasizing
conflict and opposition in international news and applying a large number of
images and pictures to tell news stories. Finally, national interests and market

factors have their roles in influencing the perspectives of international news.

Keywords: domestication, globalization, international news, tabloidization,
WTO
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