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Connections between Journalists’
Imagination and News Reporting and
Writing

Yean Tsai & Kuo-Jen Tsang’

Abstract

Imagination is defined in this paper as a type of mental ability that
helps people to infer facts during the processes of reasoning. Although not
directly demonstrated in most straight news stories, such mental processes
theoretically play a critical role in reconstructing reality in a reporter’s daily
professional routine.

This study examined and analyzed a mass-murder in Norway that
occurred on July 23, 2011, to explore how imagination may be applied to
news writing for increasing the readability of news stories.

Seventeen Taiwanese reporters were surveyed to associate theory and
practice and to determine whether they perceive imagination as applicable to
their news writing.

Keywords: news, imagination, reporter, writing
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