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On the Legitimacy of Academic Knowledge

Wen-Chiang Chang’

Abstract

This study argues that the legitimacy of academic knowledge tends to
be taken for granted in the academic circles. Because we are used to the
dichotomy between theory and practice, academic research is perceived as
the only legitimate source of knowledge. We contend, however, that
practitioners can produce useful knowledge, which renders the distinction
between theory and practice untenable and unnecessary. The legitimacy of
academic knowledge should be reconsidered. Researchers who reflect on
their own roles would be in a better position to uncover the hidden routines
in practice, which can in turn help practitioners develop strategies to go

beyond their daily routines.
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