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Artist with Subjective
Interpretations: Media Discourse
Strategies in the Case of Hou
Dejian’s Return to China in 1983

Jia-Min Yang"

Abstract

By analyzing the incident of Hou Dejian’s return to China in 1983,
this research explores how mainstream newspapers (the Central Daily
News, United Daily News, Min Sheng Bao, and Independence Evening
Post) involved the complex of national identity when reporting the event.
This paper employs Fairclough’s critical discourse analysis to examine the
different political tendencies of news outlets, ideological constructs, and
social contexts. The findings suggest that newspapers initially tended to
personalize the incident of Hou’s return but later uniformly criticized the
Chinese Communist Party. This research compares the different discourses
from Tangwai magazines and Hou’s autobiography and notes that
mainstream newspapers avoided reporting political and ideological issues
pertaining to the incident. Finally, Hou’s Chinese consciousness differs
from the official nationalism and is indicative of the various national
identities prevalent in the 1980s.

Keywords: Chinese consciousness, critical discourse analysis, Hou Dejian,
mainstream newspaper, Tangwai magazines

" Jia-Min Yang is Postdoctoral fellow at Center for Service Innovation and Mobility Design,
Feng Chia University, Taiwan.
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