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When a Natural Disaster May Become a Political Turmoil:

Revisiting the Effects of Strategic Frame

Yi-Ning Katherine Chen”

Abstract

This research attempts to examine whether the strategic frame that
emphasizes politician’s attribution of the political turmoil caused by a
natural disaster to his political rival’s motivation increases negative
evaluation of politicians and news quality, and reduces readers’ information
retention of the natural disaster itself. In an experiment for testing the
influence of news frames on the feelings people generate in response to
disaster news, two hundred fifty-six students read and responded to news
stories embodying various frames. Results demonstrated that strategic
frames, rather than issue frames, produced more negative evaluation of the
politician, generated more negative thoughts, and reduced information
retention.

Keywords: experiment, natural disaster reporting, issue frame,
strategic frame
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