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Dependent Development ?

The Paradigm Shifts in Taiwan's Communication Research
Lihyun Lin"

Abstract

From the viewpoint of the sociology of knowledge, Taiwan’s
communication research is deeply rooted in its historical contexts. This
paper aims to draw a historiography of the field. The analytical framework
proposed in this paper postulates that, under the given circumstances of
dependent development, while adjusting themselves to the local contexts,
Taiwan’s communication studies mainly follow its US counterparts.
Communication research in Taiwan has therefore undergone paradigm
shifts in the course of its development. Based on this ideal-typical analysis,
this paper concludes by exploring the future prospects of the field.

Keywords: communication research history, paradigm, academic
history, sociology of knowledge
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