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The Transnational Community
Media in Taiwan: A Case Study of
the Program of “Taiwanese Wives”

Li-jung Wang, Wei-ching Wang, & Shu-juan Zhu*

Abstract

In the age of globalization and global immigration, transnational commu-
nity media have complex and contradictory influences on immigrants' identity:
on the one hand, transnational community media provide immigrants an impor-
tant cultural link with their original countries; on the other hand, it is also a tool
for assimilating newcomers into the host society. This paper explores the cul-
tural tension and the identity relationships formed between the transnational
community media and transnational communities by researching audience stud-
ies and the TV program "Taiwanese Wives," which was made for the special
immigrant group of "foreign brides" from Southeast Asian countries. By so
doing, this research may increase our understanding of how migrant women

construct their cultural identity and cultural relationships in Taiwan society.

Keywords: cultural identity, transnational communities, transnational
community media, migrant women
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